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February 3, 2004

The Honorable Gary Locke

Governor of the State of Washington

Office of the Governor

P. O. Box 40002

Olympia, WA  98504-0002

Dear Governor Locke:

The Department of Social and Health Services  (DSHS) has chosen to test a new concept aimed at integrating services provided under Medicaid in Snohomish County.  While other counties were originally to be included in this pilot project, DSHS has chosen to eliminate all but Snohomish County from the proposal.  We are very concerned about this development.  We ask that the project’s Request for Proposal (RFP) be withdrawn and its budget proviso removed.

San Juan County has always supported partnerships and collaborations aimed at the efficient deliver of service, particularly in the human services field.   But we do not know how this proposal will impact our county.  The RFP issued by DSHS for the Washington Medicaid Integration Partnership threatens to disrupt service to Medicaid clients, service networks and service provider employees.  The three responding organizations have limited or no prior experience delivering a broad array of services to eligible adults in this state.

We believe there is some merit to the concept outlined in the RFP, but we want DSHS to work with the counties and stakeholders statewide.  Regional Support Networks, Area Agencies on Aging, consumers and service providers all have a stake in this issue.  This partnership should be charged with developing a comprehensive recommendation of service delivery integration that addresses client needs, improves service delivery and access to services, reduces costs, and recognizes the complex service systems already in place in communities.

Any project proposed should not be restricted to one county.  The resulting recommendation should be presented to a legislative committee for review and approval.

We appreciate you consideration of our request.

Sincerely,
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John B. Evans, Member 

Rhea Y. Miller, Member
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Senator Harriet Spanel


Representative Dave Quall


Representative Jeff Morris
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