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February 2, 2004

The Honorable Gary Locke

Office of the Governor

P. O. Box 40002

Olympia, WA   98504-6780

RE:  WA Medicaid Integration Partnership (WMIP)

Dear Honorable Locke:
The Department of Social and Health Services is planning to implement the WMIP in Snohomish County by July of 2004.  For many of us, this is the first time that we have become aware of this project.  Taking that into consideration and the potential for negative impacts on the North Sound Mental Health Administration’s ability to serve the people with persistent and severe mental illnesses, we ask for the following action:

The WMIP Request for Proposal be withdrawn and the WMIP budget proviso ESSB 5404 be removed.

Skagit County and the NSMHA agrees with and supports the concepts of service integration, but the WMIP as currently designed has fundamental flaws and there are far too many unanswered questions to proceed as is the intent of DSHS.  

All five counties (Skagit, Island, San Juan, Snohomish and Whatcom) that comprise the NSMHA have all worked very hard with all stakeholders within our North Sound region to develop the following integrated and regional mental health services:

a. An 800 number for centralized access that is coordinated with all mental health providers;

b. A 24-hour 800 number for centralized Regional Care/Crisis Line with linkages to existing crisis/emergency response programs;

c. A crisis response system that serves all residents in our five-county region; and

d. A Regional Acute Care Team that coordinates care for persons who are returning to our local communities from inpatient services.

Again, Skagit County and the NSMHA support service integration.  However, there are so many unknowns in the WMIP design, process, and the potential for unintended negative consequences on the existing public mental health system that we respectfully request the WMIP RFP be withdrawn and a reversal of the WMIP budget proviso. 

We request that you put the needs of the people with persistent and severe mental illnesses in the North Sound Region a primary factor in your decision-making process.  Skagit County and the NSMHA region anxiously await your timely response.  If you would like to meet to discuss our concerns, please contact us at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

________________________________





Ken Dahlstedt

Skagit County Commissioner

Cc:
Senator 1st District, Rosemary McAuliffe


Senator 10th District, Mary Margaret Haugen


Senator 21st District, Paull Shin


Senator 38th District, Jean Berkey


Senator 39th District, Val Stevens


Senator 40th District, Harriet Spanel


Senator 42nd District, Dale Brandland


Senator 44th District, Dave Schmidt


Representative 1st District, Jeanne Edwards


Representative 1st District, Al O’Brien


Representative 10th District, Barbara Bailey


Representative 10th District, Barry Sehlin


Representative 21st District, Mike Cooper


Representative 21st District, Brian Sullivan


Representative 38th District, John McCoy


Representative 38th District, David Simpson


Representative 39th District, Dan Kristiansen


Representative 39th District, Kirk Pearson


Representative 40th District, Dave Quall


Representative 40th District, Jeff Morris


Representative 42nd District, Doug Ericksen


Representative 42nd District, Kelli Linville


Representative 44th District, Hans Dunshee


Representative 44th District, John Lovick


DSHS Secretary Dennis Braddock


DSHS Assistant Secretary Tim Brown


DSHS Mental Health Director Karl Brimner


North Sound Mental Health Administration, Board of Directors:

