Re:  Washington Medicaid Integration Partnership

Dear Governor Locke:

The Centennial Accord between the Federally Recognized Indian Tribes in Washington State and the State of Washington states:

 
This ACCORD provides a framework for government-to-government relationship and implementation procedures to assure execution of that relationship.”  It further states, “The parties will continue to strive for complete institutionalization of the government-to-government relationship by seeking an accord among all the tribes and all elements of state government.”  And “State agency directors are accountable to the governor . . . for the related activities of their agencies.  Each director will initiate a procedure within his/her agency by which the government-to-government policy will be implemented.  Among other things, these procedures will require persons responsible for dealing with issues of mutual concern to respect the government-to-government relationship within which the issue must be addressed.


In light of this Accord, we are shocked that DSHS has made no attempt to consult with the Tribes regarding the Washington Medicaid Integration Project (WMIP).  Instead, DSHS has authorized unilateral decisions that deeply affect tribal human services programs for the people of the Stillaguamish and Tulalip Tribes, without the knowledge of or consultation with those Tribes. Without Tribal knowledge or public process, the WMIP Request for Proposals was let, and the first public meeting not held until January 26, four days before the proposal due date.  At that meeting, Stillaguamish and Tulalip representatives were turned away.  IPAC received a presentation that so markedly ignored the negative impacts in Snohomish County, in retrospect it could be called “misleading.”

In fact, using a dubious process, WMIP would recruit some enrollees from Tribal members now in Stillaguamish and Tulalip Tribal programs, though none of the bidders have minimal or no experience with Indian cultures or even in delivering behavioral health services of any kind.  Tribal representatives who asked DSHS questions or expressed concerns were ignored and patronized.


Other impacts extend to all the eight Tribes of the North Sound Region.  WMIP would affect the right of North Sound Tribes to certify their own Tribal members for voluntary hospitalization.  Less directly, WMIP would create a budget shortfall of between 11% and 36% in Snohomish County, resulting in the closure of the Evaluation & Treatment center as well as multiple residential centers.  These facilities are available to all the Tribes in the region.  


We are asking your help in two vital areas:


Protection for and enforcement of the Centennial Accord between the Tribes and Washington State.  We would remind you of your New Millennium Agreement:  “In the long run, the value of this agreement will be measured in terms of how well the people and the governments of this state, Indian and non-Indian, work together, learn together and cooperate.  We are committed to help make this happen.”  You may want to read this to DSHS.


Support for the replacement Proviso calling for a re-design of the WMIP and for the design and planning processes to be open to the stakeholders in the North Sound Region.  WMIP is a badly designed project.  It will hurt the Tribes.  DSHS shoving it down our throats doesn’t improve it.   
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