December 22, 2003

Governor Gary Locke

Legislative Building

P.O. Box 40002

Olympia, Washington  98504-0002

Dear Governor Locke:

I am writing on behalf of the 21 community volunteers who comprise the Board of Directors of Compass Health.  Specifically this letter is in regard to the proposed Washington Medicaid Integration Partnership (WMIP).

Our board has considerable concern about the implementation of this project.  This concern is formally expressed by a resolution unanimously passed by our Board of Directors on December 2, 2003.  The resolution is enclosed.

As you may know, Compass Health is a community based non-profit behavioral healthcare organization providing mental health and chemical dependency services.  We serve children, families and adults in Island, San Juan, Skagit and Snohomish counties.  Last year, we served nearly 18,000 people throughout our region.

Our service delivery system is based on strong working relationships with the North Sound Mental Health Administration (NSMHA) and other health and human services providers.  The high quality of our services is predicated on these working relationships.  Our concern is that implementing the WMIP in its current form would adversely affect this service delivery system disrupting client care.

We are also aware that the current system is significantly underfunded relative to the growing need and demand for services.  Over the past several years, we have merged seven mental health centers in establishing Compass Health.  As such, we have significantly reduced administrative costs while gaining operating efficiencies.  
Adding new health plans to our system will inevitably increase our administrative costs, further reducing service dollars for those most vulnerable throughout our four county system.

With these issues in mind, I ask that you give serious consideration to our resolution.

Sincerely,

Larry Harris

Chair, Compass Health Board of Directors

Enclosure, Board Resolution

Dated December 2, 2003

cc:  
Secretary Dennis Braddock, Department of Social and Health Services

